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OrrictaL DocuMENT, No» 7: 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


COMMUNICATION. 


Department of Internal Affairs, 
Harrisburg, January 25, 1903. 
To His Excellency, William A. Stone, 
Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 


Sir: Complying with the requirements of the laws of the Common- 
wealth, I have the honor to present you herewith for transmission 
to the General Assembly, the general report of this Department for 
the year ending November 30, 1902, as follows: 

Part I, Land Office. 

Boundary Lines. 
Part 11, Assessments. 
Taxes. 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
JAMES W. LATTA, 
Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 


Department of Internal A ffairs, 
Harrisburg, January 25, 1903. 
Hon. James W. Latta, 
Secretary of Internal Affairs: : 
Sir: I have the honor to present to you herewith the General Re- 
port of the Department of Internal Affairs for the year ending No- 
vember 30, 1902, for transmission to the Governor of the Common- 


wealth as required by law. 
ISAAC B. BROWN, 


Deputy Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
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ORGANIZATION OF DEPARTMENT. 


The Department of Internal Affairs, as organized, consists of five 
bureaus, designated, as follows: 

1. Land Office and Boundary Line Monuments, 11 employes. 

2. Assessments and Taxes, 3 employes. 

3. Industrial Statistics, 6 employes. 

4, Railroads, Canals, Telegraphs and Telephones, 3 employes. 
5. Mines, 4 employes. 

A record of the business of the Department is published in five 
parts: 

Parts I and II, Land Office, Boundary Lines, Assessments and 
Taxes. 

Parts III. Industrial Statistics. 

Part IV. Railroads, Canals, Telegraphs and Telephones. 

Part V. Bureau of Mines. 

Office hours, 9 A. M. to 430 P.M. Saturdays, 9 A. M. to 11 A. M. 

The term of office to all clerks and employes expires with the term 
of the Secretary of Internal Affairs. 
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STATEMENT. 


Showing the number of warrants, patents and certificates to the 
State Treasurer issued from December 1, 1901, to November 30, 1902, 
both days included, with the amount of purchase moucy and fees 


for warrants, patents, ete. 


same period. 


Also copying fees received during the 
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1901, December, .......... a 6 10 $71 27 $6 00 $375 52 
UA PAULEY 5. cles vie ceevenes 8 19 27 ATR PAT Sal Bon neadoce 871 96 
1902, February, ........... 9 16 25 70 09 6 00 472 60 
EHO eMESEEON wicca ssc cies 9 12 21 298 07 3 00 653 32 
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1902; August, ....... 8 8 16 176 37 6 00 477 87 
1902, September, 3 12 15 73 28 6 00 423 78 
1902, October, 5 15 20 UA sl] RV ie capaaemation 597 18 
1902, November, 7 10 17 85 13 18 00 435 63 
VOLVER = gpaeececoseeds 71 148 219 $1,583 56 $480 00 $2,610 75 $6,521 38 


701 Copies 


1,033 Copies 


182 Copies 


Of SUTVEYS, ..<:. 
of patents, -.. 
of warrants, 


winSearches, ...... 


85 Copnected drafts ¢ 
99 Copies of applications, 
71 New warrants, .... 
43 Patents issued, <......... 
160 Mine foreman’s and as 


sued, 


Detailed Statement. 


AMbracimve G2" tracish 55... 


Bobo 0 066 


104 Copies miscellaneous papers, ...... 
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Recapitulation. 
Purchase mon Cys a. yc- sae Sys ae caer ee eee $1,583 56 
Warrant and ipatent fees) err erica 1,847 07 
Copying fees, Sons tas. oaas Chee one eee rate 2,610 75 


WON® TO BIMEVS COPUBTICMIES, codccocncccv0cccvnK00CS 480 00 


$6,521 38 
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RESUME OF THE BUSINESS OF THE DEPART- 
MENT FOR THE YEAR ENDING NOVEMBER 
30," 1902. 


Letters and Reports Received, Endorsed and Filed. 


4,014 Land Office and Assessment Bureau. 
8,214 Bureau of Railways. 

3,831 Bureau of Industrial Statistics. 
1,924 Bureau of Mines. 


Letters Written, Copied and Indexed. 


3,594 Land Office and Assessments Bureau. 
1,695 Bureau of Railways. 

3,912 Bureau of Industrial Statistics. 

1,733 Bureau of Mines. 


Reports and Maps Distributed, Blanks, Certificates and Circulars 
Forwarded, Certificates Issued and Recorded, Certified Copies of 
Official Records Made and Sent Out, Ete. 


Land Office and Assessments Bureeu: 


750 Reports on lands and assessments. 
800 blanks to county surveyors relating to Land Office business. 
520 blanks to county commissioners for tax and assessment re- 
ports. 
2,846 copies of original papers certified and issued under the seal 
of the Department. 
10,320 searches for applications, warrants, surveys and patents re- 
quired for copying, also for patenting and connections. 
4,758 entries in fee, account and cash books, and transcribing the 
same quarterly for settlement with the Auditor General. 
148 applications for patents received and entered on register. 
71 applications for warrants received and entered on register. 
71 applications for warrants endorsed and filed. 
148 applications for patents endorsed and filed. 
148 tickets issued for patents. 
(9 A.) 
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4 quarterly returns to the Auditor General. 
12 monthly statements delivered to the Auditor General. 

160 mine foremen’s certificates issued and recorded. 

2,496 old surveys copied for binding. 

252 copies of large surveys of tracts of land in the 17 certified 
townships of Luzerne, together with the certificates and assignments 
of the same, covering 640 pages of manuscript. 

67 assessment reports of the counties of the Commonwealth copied 
compiled and consolidated, showing the number of taxables, number 
of acres of cleared land, number of acres of timber land, value of real 
estate taxable, value of real estate exempt from taxation and value 
of all real estate, number and value of horses, mares, geldings and 
mules over the age of four years; number and value of neat cattle 
over the age of four years; value of salaries and emoluments of of- 
fice, posts of profit, professions, trades and occupations; aggregate 
amount of county tax assessed; amount of money at interest, includ- 
ing mortgages, judgments, bonds, notes stocks, etc.; value of stages, 
omnibuses, hacks, cabs, etc.; aggregate value of all property taxable 
for State purposes at the rate of four mills on the dollar, including 
money at interest, stages, omnibuses, hacks, cabs, etc.; aggregate 
amount of state tax assessed and the amount of debt of each county, 
with a comparative statement of each item from the year 1892. 

67 tax reports of the counties of the Commonwealth, copied, com- 
piled and consolidated, showing the entire amount of tax collected 
or worked out for the maintenance of State, county, city, ward, bor- 
ough and township governments; the total amount collected for 
the support of the poor; total amount collected for the construction 
and repairs of streets, roads and bridges; amount collected for school 
purposes; amount collected on personal property, on occupations and 
licenses; amount collected on real estate of railroad corporations, 
amount collected on real estate of corporations other than railroad, 
including limited partnerships, in the several assessment districts 
of the Commonwealth, between the first day of June, 1901, and the 
dist day of May, 1902, made pursuant to the act of Assembly, ap- 
proved the 9th day of May, A. D., 1889. 

71 tickets for warrants. 

71 new warrants issued, registered, numbered and filed. 

71 warrants issued and directed to county surveyors for execution. 

48 pew surveys from county surveyors calculated and compared 
with warrants. 

14,430 searches made and recorded in new index. 

48 new surveys entered on surveyors’ list of returns, numbered and 
filed. 

19 new surveys containing an excess of land calculated, compared 
with warrants and placed in excess files. 
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26,432 entries in new indexes, covering names of warrantees, dates 
of returns, names of patentees, number of acres returned, where re- 
corded, etc. 

16 new surveys calculated, compared with warrants and returned 
to the county surveyor for correction. 

148 entries on warrants, or applications, of the time of patenting. 

148 entries on warrant registers of the time of patenting. 

80 calculations of sums due. 

219 certificates of sums due State Treasurer. 

219 State Treasurer’s receipts entered and delivered to the Auditor 
General. 

219 vouchers numbered and tiled. 

71 warrants issued to survey land. 

148 patents written, recorded and endorsed, embracing 19,544 acres 
and 122 perches of land. 

73 satisfactions of liens on land lien dockets. 

73 certificates of liquidation made out and forwarded to the pro- 
thonotaries of the several counties, under act of 4th day of April, 
1868. 

29 caveats entered, recorded on caveat book and filed. 

9 citations issued and noted on caveat book. 

1,254 railroad, street railway, canal, telegraph and telephone com- 
panies registered. 

453 reports of railroad companies tabulated, showing capital stock 
and dividends, debt and interest, cost of road and equipment, mile- 
age, equipment and number of persons employed; miles run by trains 
and their speed; number of passengers carried and the cost per mile; 
kind of freight carried in tons and cost per ton; earnings and income; 
expenses during the year, and accidents, together with comparative 
statements showing figures for the past five years. 

6385 street railway reports tabulated, showing stock and debt, cost 
and characteristics of road, passengers and expenses, receipts and 
accidents. 

4 canal company reports tabulated, showing stock and debt, cost 
and characteristics of canal, tonnage, expenses and receipts, with a 
comparative statement for five years. 

116 telegraph and telephone company reports tabulated, showing 
stock, debt, cost of line, expenses and receipts. 

334 checks issued for payments and disbursements on account of 
appropriations under act of Assembly. 

4 meetings of the Board of Property held during the year, pro- 
ceedings of which covered 17 pages of the minute book. 

601 railroad, telegraph, telephone and canal reports copied for 
printing. 

67 tax reports copied for printing. 
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67 assessments reports copied for printing. 

2,748 copied surveys indexed in warrant registers. 

2,748 old surveys endorsed and filed. 

2,748 surveys compared before binding. 

2,748 copied surveys registered in Warrant Books, giving index to 
same. 

2,050 certificates entered in new book, Depreciation Lands. 

Report of Commission appointed to examine the boundary line 
monuments between Pennsylvania and New York. 


BUREAU OF RAILWAYS. 


Reports received from Corporations, Blank Reports Sent to Cor- 
porations, Annual Reports and Maps Distributed. 


1,254 reports received from railway, canal, telegraph and tele- 
phone companies. 

2,610 blank report sent to corporations. 

1,000 Annual Reports distributed. 

8,000 maps distributed. 

The report of this Bureau is designated Part IV of the Department 
reports. 


Maps, Etc., Received and Filed. 


No. 95. Map, Section No. 11, showing branch line of Pittsburg, 
Connellsville and Wheeling Railroad from Waynesburg, in Greene 
county, to the Monongahela river, filed March 21, 1902. 

No. 96. Map of location of line and survey of Eastern Railroad 
Company, filed May 14, 1902. 

No. 97. May showing survey and re-location of the Eastern Rail- 
road, as adopted by the president and directors of the company, filed 
May 14, 1902. 

No. 98. Map showing survey of branch of Eastern Railroad, as 
adopted by the president and board of directors of the said ompany, 
filed May 14, 1902. , 

No. 99. Plan and profile of the Cheat Haven Railroad from Junc- 
tion with F. M. and P. R. R., to State Line, as adopted by the board 
of directors of said company, July 17, 1902, filed July 17, 1902. 

No. 100. Map and profile of the Susquehanna and Southern Rail- 
road from Sinnemahoning to Sykesville, Pa., as adopted by the said 
company, August, 1902, filed August 20, 1902. 
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BUREAU OF INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS. 


Reports, Etc., Received and Distributed. 


2,200 Atnual Reports distributed. 

2,810 reports received from manufacturing establishments and 
compiled. 

4,220 blank reports sent to manufacturing establishments. 

The report of this Bureau is designated Part III of the Department 
reports. 


BUREAU OF MINES. 


Reports, Etc., Received and Filed. 


2,211 accident reports. 

2,760 inspection reports, bituminous districts. 

736 inspection reports, anthracite districts. 

6,243 inspectors’ daily reports of expenses and how time of inspect- 
ors was occupied. 

926 vouchers for incidental and other expenses compared and de- 

livered to the Auditor General. 

160 mine foremen’s and assistant mine foremen’s certificates of 
examination. 


Books, Blanks, Ete., Furnished Inspectors. 


57,250 translations in pamphlet form of anthracite mine laws of 
Pennsylvania into different foreign languages. 

51,806 blanks. 

21,750 letter heads and envelopes. 

4,830 copies of general and special rules. 

378 fire bosses’ daily record books, 250 pages each. 

618 report books for mine foremen, 300 pages each. 

1,987 Annual Reports of Bureau distributed. 

160 certificates of qualification were issued during the year to mine 
foremen and assistant mine foremen, after being duly recorded. 


The report of this Bureau is designated Part V of the Department 
reports. 


aesees 
ae 
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PART |--Land Office. 


Boundary Lines. 
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ERE EORT. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The preceding pages give a resume of the work of the Department 
of Internal Affairs, including its several Bureaus, for the year end- 
ing November 30, 1902. A comparison with the reports of other 
years will show that there has been a marked increase in the work 
of nearly all the branches of the Department, especially in the Land 
Office Bureau. One cause for the increase of work in this Bureau 
has been the establishment of a Forestry Reservation Commission, 
which has made large purchases of mountain lands for the pur- 
pose of forestry preservation and forest culture. In the examina- 
tion of titles incident to these purchases it has been necessary to 
make copies of the original records, and in cases where the title 
had not been completed from the Commonwealth, new applica- 
tions Lave been made and patents granted. Another cause has been 
the great activity displayed in the purchase of lands for the purpose 
of mining coal. Large syndicates have been formed and hundreds 
of thousands of acres of land have been purchased in the bituminous 
coal region. In the examination of the titles it has been found nec- 
essary to begin at the inception of the title from the Commonwealth 
and trace the chain down to the person from whom the lands have 
been purchased. 

In this connection it is proper to say that the year closes with the 
Department located in what was formerly known as the Bay Shoe 
Factory Building, a poorly constructed, unsafe building situated on 
the north side of State street, near the bridge that spans the tracks 
of the Pennsylvania and Philadelphia and Reading Railways. About 
the middle of November the Department was informed that it must 
vacate the old land office building which it had occupied since the 
formation of the Department in 1874, and which the Land Office 
had previously occupied for nearly a century. The building con- 
tained the most valuable records of the Commonwealth, those per- 
taining to the titles of all the land within the limits of the State. 
These records consist of original applications made as far back as 

(17 A.) 
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the days of William Penn, and his successors, the Proprietaries of 
the Province of Pennsylvania, down to the present time. They also 
include the youchers, books of accounts, warrants, surveys, records 
of patents, records and proceedings of the Board of Property. ‘The 
warrauts and strveys were kept in iron cases, with corrugated iron 
doors, built in the thick brick walls of the building. They were 
therefore as well protected from fire as they could be with the safe- 
guards available at the time the cases were constructed. Before 
any notice was given the Department regarding the time of removal, 
the Capitol Commission or the Commission of Public Grounds and 
Buildings, or both jointly, had selected the shoe factory as the tem- 
porary quarters for the Department of Internal Affairs and other 
departments of the State government. The other departments 
assigned to this building are under the supervision of executive 
officers appointed by the Governor, the Department of Internal 
Affairs being the only one whose chief officer is elected by the peo- 
ple. As soon as it was known that the Department of Internal 
Affairs was to be located in the Bay Shoe Factory Building, I filed 
a statement with the Governor protesting against the removal of 
the valuable public records to a place so hazardous. The building 
is surrounded by structures of an inflammable character. Across 
a narrow alley is the lumber yard of the Hickok Manufacturing Com- 
pany, to the nortiwest is a long row of delapidated frame houses, and 
immediately to the north is a manufacturing establishment. On the 
east is an open space, but just beyond is a storage building and the 
railroad tracks. While the walls of the building are brick, there 
are numerous doors and windows that expose it to great danger by 
lire. The shutters are of thin, narrow boards, and if a fire should 
break out in the lumber yard or any of the adjacent structures, they 
would be of very little protection. A more hazardous place for the 
storage of the State records could scarcely have been selected. The 
condition of the building, and the vicinity in which it is located, in- 
duced me to search for a more suitable place. I also addressed the 
following communication to the Governor: 


October 10, 1902. 
Hon. William A. Stone, Governor, Harrisburg, Pa.: 

Dear Sir: I acknowledge receipt of notice from Mr. Gerwig, Secretary of the 
Capitol Building Commission, that temporary quarters will be assigned this 
Department in the building known as the Bay Shoe Factory, situated on Hast 
State street near the canal. 

In the absence of General Latta, Secretary of Internal Affairs, to whom the 
above communication was addressed, I beg to make reply and to ask for its 
careful consideration by not only yourself, but by the Board of Public Grounds 
and Buildings. 

In several communications addressed to your Board with reference to fire- 
proof apartments in the new Capitol building and also in the temporary quar- 
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ters in which this Department will be housed during the construction of the 
Capitol, an effort was made to impress upon you and your Board the necessity for pro- 
viding the most secure apartments possible, in order that the hazard of destruc- 
tion by fire of the records of the department might be reduced to a minimum. 
It may seem out of place to add anything to what has already been said on the 
subject, but I beg respectfully to suggest that from the time William Penn was 
appointed sole proprietory of the Province of Pennsylvania, down to the present 
time, the records that relate to the administration of the Land Office, including 
applications, warrants, surveys, returns for patenting, the records of the 
patents themselves, and other important papers, have been kept in the Land 
Office Bureau of this Department. There is not a foot of land held by any per- 
son, firm, association »r corporation within the confines of the State of Penn- 
sylvania that is not referred to in these official papers, and, as a lawyer, you 
will readily understand that their loss would be irrepairable. There is no pos- 
sible way of measuring the magnitude of the loss that would be sustained by 
the Commonwealth in the event of their destruction. That they have been pre- 
served to the present time is indeed remarkable, and I submit that there rests an 
imperative duty upon the Officials of the Commonwealth to do everything pos- 
sible to decrease the hazard of loss. 

I have visited the place said to have been assigned to this Department in the 
Bay Shoe Factory building, and do not think it possible that the members of 
your Board could have examined the building and considered the location, or 
they would never have selected the place for the storage and care of public 
documents. I respectfully protest against removal to the building in question, 
because, 

First. It is in a section of the city where fires most frequently occur. There is 
a lumber yard in close proximity to it, and also other buildings of an inflam- 
mable character. To remove the public documents to such a place is to invite 
their destruction, 

Second. The papers not only of the Land Office, the most sacred in the posses- 
sion of the Commonwealth, but all the other records of the different bureaus of 
the Department, are almost constantly in use, and in a locality such as that 
where the Bay Shoe Factory is located they would be greatly damaged by the 
smoke, dust and other kinds of dirt that predominate. In other words, the 
papers should not be handled under such conditions as exist in and around the 
building referred to. 

Third. The records pertaining to the Land Office Bureau are now in solid iron 
cases in this Department. The cases have a height of about fifteen feet, and they 
could not be moved into the shoe factory building, as the first story of that 
building has an elevation of only eleven feet between the floor and ceiling. So 
with the other records of the Department. They are in either metallic or walnut 
cases that are fourteen or fifteen feet high, and which could not possibly be 
placed in the shoe factory. 

Fourth. I submit in all fairness that to send any of the State Departments 
into a locality such as that of East State street is not in harmony with the 
dignity of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Certainly no member of your 
Board would desire or consent to have a department over which he presided 
located in a neighborhood so unsafe, so unhealthy and so disreputable as that 
to which it is proposed to assign this and other departments of the State gov- 
ernment. 

In the absence of General Latta, and in behalf of the welfare of the officers 
and employes of this Department, and especially on account of the preservation 
ef the valuable records deposited here, I beg to ask that your Board will not 
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under any circumstances insist upon the removal of the Department to the Bay 
Shoe Factory building. 

After my first conference with you more than two months ago, and a second 
conference two weeks ago, I made search for suitable quarters for the Depart- 
ment, and have practically secured the refusal of rooms in the Russ building in 
Market Square. On the third floor is a hall 150 feet long by about fifty feet 
wide, well lighted and having an altitude of over thirty feet between floor and 
ceiling. It has two small rooms at the back end, and on the second floor three 
or four additional rooms for offices could be secured. This place can be secured 
for a reasonable rental, and the expense of making the few changes necessary 
would be insignificant. The building is so constructed as to insure reasonable 
protection against fire. 

I therefore ask that you and the Board of Public Buildings and Grounds will 
reconsider your action with reference to the temporary location of this De- 
vartment and examine into the propriety of locating us in the Russ building in 
Market Square. 

I am, very respectfully yours, 
ISAAC B. BROWN, 
Deputy Secretary. 


The following is the Governor’s reply to my letter: 


Executive Chamber, 


Harrisburg, October 11, 1902. 
Major I. B. Brown, Deputy Secretary of Internal Affairs, Harrisburg, Pa.: 


My Dear Sir: I have your favor of the 9th instant. The Capitol Commission 
has been searching for floor space for the departments now occupying the two 
old brick buildings for sometime. Mr. Bailey, a member of the Capitol Building 
Commission, and resident here, has had the matter in charge in connection 
with Mr. T. L. Eyre, and after a good deal of investigation they finaliy settled 
on the Bay Shoe Company property as being a building of sufficient size to 
house the different departments, not only those in the old brick buildings, but 
those now in the new Capitol building. Mr. Houston, the architect, together 
with Contractor Messrs. Geo. F. Payne & Co., and Mr. Eyre and Mr. Bailey, 
carefully investigated the Bay Shoe Company’s building and reported that in 
their judgment it was the best proposition and in fact it was the only proposi- 
tion then before the Commission. The Board of Public Grounds and Buildings 
were then requested to effect a lease for this property for three years with per- 
mission of four years at a rental not to exceed $2,500 per annum. The Board of 
Public Grounds and Buildings succeeded in obtaining this lease and a resolution 
was passed to execute it, which was formally done. We now have the building 
on our hands under a contract to pay rent and the architect of the Capitol 
Commission is arranging for new floors and partitions to suit the convenience of 
the occupants of the old brick buildings. I am quite sure that any suggestions 
that will be made by the departments now occupying the old brick buildings 
as to division of floor space will be carefully attended to. I do not see any other 
way of providing accommodations for the occupants of these old buildings and 
while I regret very much that it does not meet with your approval and 
the approval, I may say, of other occupants of the brick buildings, yet I do not 
think the Commission are to be blamed for doing the best that could be done 
under the circumstances. You will understand, of course, that it is important 
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that the contractor be not delayed in his work by the State in any way and as 
the time for the completion of the Capitol Building is so short, we do not feel 
that we ought to trespass upon time by failure to give possession of the old 
buildings when they are ready for them. I will submit your letter to the Board 
of Public Grounds and Buildings and to the Capitol Building Commission at their 
next meeting. 

I note what you say as to a suitable floor space in the Russ building, but I 
cannot see how we can now make any other arrangements than the one that 
has been made. 

Very respectfully yours, 
WILLIAM A. STONE. 


This correspondence having been conducted during the absence 
of the Secretary cf Internal Affairs, it was submitted to him upon 
his return and my action was approved. He said, however, that 
the power was vested in the Commissioners of Public Grounds and 
Buildings to remove the department wherever it might be deemed 
proper, and he therefore gave his consent to the removal to the Bay 
Shoe Company building, assuming that whatever risk might attend 
the removal of the public records to that place would rest upon the 
Commissioners and not upon the Secretary of the Department. The 
Department was hurriedly dispossessed of the old land office build- 
ing, its records and furniture were tumbled into the new location, 
and the work of classification, adjustment and location were at once 
commenced. So far as the inconvenience, discomforts and unhealthi- 
ness of the place are concerned, it is not necessary to say anything in 
the report of the department, but certainly to place officials and em- 
ployes of the State Government in such a place is not compatible 
with the dignity of the Commonwealth. The depositing of the valu- 
able records in a piace so unsafe and so unfitted is, however, the im- 
portant thing, and is an exhibition of disregard of public duty that 
is truly remarkable. It is evident that the question of location did 
not have proper consideration by those having the matter in charge, 
and their action is little less than a crime against the Common- 
wealth. 

I desire to place myself on record as utterly opposed to the loca- 
tion, and also to state that everything was done that could be done 
by me to prevent the action. It may be proper to say that since the 
department was located on the first floor of the Shoe Factory Build- 
ing in November, Governor Stone visited the department and see- 
ing the conditions of affairs, gave directions that a steel vault should 
be built as speedily as possible within which the land office records 
might be stored. He seemed anxious to relieve the situation, and I 
told him that had he, as a lawyer, made careful examination of the 
location, the removal would not have been made to so dangerous 
location. He directed me to advise the Commissioners of Public 
Grounds and Buildings as to the amount of space the land office 
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records would require in the new vault. This was done imme- 
diately, as indicated by the following letter: 


November 24, 1902. 
Mr. T. L. Eyre, Superintendent Public Grounds and Buildings, Harrisburg, Pa.: 


My Dear Sir: I respectfully beg to refer to the conversation held in this De- 
partment Friday, November 21, with the Governor, yourself and others, relative 
to the building of fire proof vaults for the land office records in this Depart- 
ment, and in compliance with the request of the Governor, I sumbit herewith 
a statement of the space in the proposed fire proof vault necessary for ‘the 
proper care of the land office records. There should be space for 3,480 pigeon 
hole boxes each four inches by seven and one-fourth inches and ten inches in 
dcpth, equal to a surface area of 724 square feet; fifty-four pigeon hole boxes 
four and three-fourth inches by eight inches and eleven inches in depth, equal 
to a surface area of fifteen square feet. 

Also space for patent records sixteen and one-half feet long and four feet high 
and eleven inches in depth, equal to a surface area of 68.64 square feet; and for 
same records sixteen aad one-half feet long by one foot eight inches in depth, 
equal to a surface area of 30.20 square feet. 

Also space for Board of Property Records nine feet long by eleven and one-half 
feet high and thirteen inches deep, equal to a surface area of 13.50 square feet. 

Also space for land office account books, day books, journals and ledgers, ten 
feet and six inches long by nine feet and ten inches in height by one foot and two 
inches in depth, equal to a surface area of 102.71 square feet. This makes a total 
surface area for the records of 954.05 square feet. 

I do not know what the purpose of your Board may be with reference to the 
pigeon holes, but if metallic cases could be provided of such a character as to 
be made available in the vaults which I understand are included in the plans 
and specifications of the new building for this Department, it would be economy 
to have them placed in the temporary fire-proof vault. 

To the estimate herewith given must be added the space that will be taken 
up by the partitions between the pigeon holes, the doors and other waste places. 

Very truly yours, 
ISAAC B. BROWN, 
Deputy Secretary. 


The. construction of a brick building, with a thirteen inch wall, 
was commenced immediately north of and adjoining the shoe fac- 
tory building. In this building will be constructed a steel vault, 
and it is hoped that in a few months the hazard which exists with 
reference to public records will be removed by having them trans- 
ferred to the new building. 

Supporting the suggestion already made as to the amount of space 
that would be required in the steel vault, the following letter was 
addressed to the Superintendent of Public Grounds and Buildings: 


December 31, 1902. 


Mr. T. L. Eyre, Superintendent, Public Grounds and Buildings, Harrisburg, Pa.: 


My Dear Sir: As work has been begun on the vault that is to be used in part 
by this Department, I beg to ask that you will have the Commissioners make 
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arrangements for suitable pigeon hole space and shelving in the vault for this 
Department. It will be impcssible to take care of the Land Office records with- 
cut space arranged as suggested. You will remember that I called attention to 
this in the letter in which I gave you a statement of the space required. To 
that letter I respectfully refer you. 
Very truly yours, 
ISAAC B. BROWN, 
Deputy Secretary. 


On account of the additional work imposed upon this department 
as the result of moving from the old building, the publication of this 
report has been delayed. It is now the eleventh day of. February 
and practically nothing has been done about commencing work on 
the new Capitol, except to tear down the old land office building and 
the building occupied by the Adjutant General and other State De- 
partments. All the work that has been done thus far in connection 
with these buildings could easily have been done in two weeks. It 
is apparent therefore that there was no necessity whatever for com- 
pelling the departments to move before spring. During this period 
abundant opportunity would have been given to secure suitable 
quarters for the different departments. 


BOARD OF PROPERTY AND LAND OFFICE BUREAU. 


In the summary of business done will be found the statement of 
the number of the applications filed during the fiscal year for vacant 
or unappropriated land, each application giving the number of 
acres applied for. The number of warrants granted in pursuance 
of these applications, the number of surveys returned and the num- 
ber of patents granted is also given. In addition to the data re- 
ferring to original titles from the Commonwealth that have had 
their inception during the fiscal year will be found a statement of 
the surveys returned on old warrants and the number of patents 
that have been granted on warrants issued prior to the beginning 
of the fiscal year. In many cases the warrants are very old, some of 
them at least one hundred years, and during all this time the title 
has remained open. The warrantee or those succeeding to his rights 
have the equitable right, but the legal title remained in the Com- 
monwealth, subject to the preemption rights of the present owners. 
There are many thousand warrants outstanding covering valuable 
lands of the Commonwealth upon which surveys have been returned, 
but no patents granted. In addition to these there are thousands of 
warrants that have been granted upon which no returns of survey 
have been made, and probably in many cases valuable properties 
are held by very frail title. 
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Where a warrant has been granted and no return of survey made 
for a period of seven years the land sought to be covered by such 
warrant is opea to application, warrant and survey, the same as if 
no warrant had ever been granted. How long such frail evidence 
of title will remain is conjecture, but it is certain that those who 
claim rights by virtue of such unreturned warrants ought to have 
their titles completed at the earliest day possible. The act of 1897 
imposed upon the Secretary of Internal Affairs the duty of collecting 
the amounts due upon these unpatented lands, but the act was so 
modified by a subsequent act that any person owning rights under 
warrants, whether returns had previously been made or not, could 
have patents granted upon the payment of fees of $15. The result 
of this legislation was that millions of dollars were voted away which 
should have by right and equity been paid to the Commonwealth. 
There is little reason why ninety-five per cent. of the purchasers of 
land from the Commonwealth should be required to pay the full 
amount of purchase money, and the other five per cent. pay only the 
insignificant sum of $15. The act, however, was passed by the leg- 
islature, and must be executed. However, it would cost the State 
more than an average of fifteen dollars in each case to search out 
the owners of unpatented land and collect from them the fifteen dol- 
lar fee. The policy therefore has been since the passage of the act 
aforesaid to ascertain the ownership of unpatented lands and to 
notify the parties of the desire of the Commonwealth to close out 
their accounts and grant patents in order that the title might be 
completed from the Commonwealth to the present owners of the 
land. 

During the year covered by this report there have been filed in this 
Department applications for vacant lands as follows: 


Warrants Applied for in Year Ending November 


Date. 


Feb. 


Mar. 


April 


May 


June 


July 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


rm wh 
mmm DoONARONN OW 
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30, 1902. 


Applicant, 


County. 


Acres. 


. S. Mercur, .. 
A. J. Hadtner, 
M. H. Plank, 


E. P: Steyer, ARDC 
John M. Nedrow, 


Robert Dunbar, 
W. T. Horton, 
Werte ELOKLON,, cin 
John O. Simpson, .... 
Geo. B. Somerville, 
Cc. Gultrandson, 
Jacob Mitchell, 
I. A. Dunsmore, . 
J. W. Zellers, 
Z. P. Burnett, 
A. J, Hadtner, 
Js jp dele valo¥S Fo Bposoepocnoarn 
Laurelton Lumber Co., 
Chas, Steele, ......... 
Wm. Banks, .... 

Wm. Banks, 
R. Ritchie, 
M. J. Dugan, 


Iron City Land Co., 
R. A. Dassdorff, 
Rodgers Land Co., 
PAM I LAGEICT oo ..0c cece» 
O. H. Dimmock, 
W. S. Ramsey, 
R. T. Jackson, 
Ree wackSon, 5... ec. 
Joseph L. Bolton, 
Geo. A. Lashell, ...... 
Geo. W. J. Harter, ... 
Awa ewadtner ... 
A. J. Hadtner, 
A. J. Hadtner, 
Mary Byron, ...... 
Thos. J. Depp, 
Stee SOUIENT Pe ecole 
P. T. Campbell, 
a dis ast bbb Gis Geapsnedoedon 
Thomas A. Auman, 
J. Frank Torbert, ......... 
Jacob W. Byrne, ... 

Chas. M. Brice, 
Pennsylvania Mining 
John Felix, ...... 
CoE MCEZEAT, Secciccesicen 
Theo. L. Newcomer, 
Duncannon Iron Co., 
James B. Adams, 
John Eckenrode, 
Moses W. Mays, 
Thomas Mooney, ....... 
Joseph E. Powley, 
William Morris, 
S. Morris, 
W. F. Beyer, .. 
W. S. Leinbach, 
CONS UeMartint ic camece. 
George B, Wilson, . 
William F. Jack, 
M. L. Manges, 
ID} iO; (Gardner; ....- 
O. BE. Stoneback, . 
Ih Reilly sooadoen 
=— O'Neal, ..... 
George P. Edler, 
H. F. Detweiler, 
J. W. Weaver, 
lai Gh CriGhineirs Ss oqsoohoenecasaconoarocon[n 
George) Rox et ‘all, {.5.ces-e bo aopaedan 9 
te dig 28 WOES eG oeagngoncopodosonbedduescoudans 
ID, dit, USHA op anodapeaonnonnnponoonaNboBADOODe 


8 


Co 


Trustee, 


Northumberland, 
Lycoming, 
Franklin, 
Luzerne, 
Pike, 
Fayette, 


Lycoming, 
Fayette, 
Fayette, 
Washington, 
Somerset, 
Bedford, 
Bedford, 
Cambria, 
Warren, 
WWATMEN acre ncecceacns 
Lycoming, 
Lycoming, 
Union, 
Centre, 
Indiana, 
Indiana, 
SPANEIs  caecnn 
Allegheny, 
Allegheny, ...... 
Westmoreland, 
Allegheny, 
Lycoming, 
sibs (cy: a 
Allegheny, 
Cambria, 
Cambria, 
Dauphin, 
Allegheny, 
Centre, frac. 
Lycoming, 
Lycoming, 
Lycoming, 
Allegheny, 
Allegheny, 


Washington, 
Centrewareresekene 
Lycoming, 

York, C 
Monroe, 


Bedford, 
IETS Vo deoagesdsed 
Schuylkill, 
Dauphin, 
Bedford, 
Cambria, 
Clearfield, 
Greene, 
Blair, PB 
Lancaster, 
Greene, ..... 
Lancaster, 
Lancaster, 
Lancaster, 
Lancaster, 
Lancaster, 
Somerset, 
Clinton, 
Indiana, 
Lycoming, 
Cambria, 
Lycoming, 
MAY. CCEET. Vieciisncnings 
Westmoreland, 
Clinton, 
Clintons es eeeneeren 
Washington, ..... 
Westmoreland, 


tee ener e ee eens 
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Warrants Applied for in Year Ending November 30, 1902—Con- 


tinued. 

Date. Applicant. County. Acres. 
1G, Dy kes JOSHI SocuaononndcoaosonccesOocoonodoDNd Umiony, eee oe eee eee eeeer 40 
TANNIGeorseWHOxety alley ericsilaieicieiellelelsielersieieieciaisiateissterere Clinton} ) eee eee eee eee 300 
145 Geore euWoxeeteal sansceetciedeceeecceieceenei cic Clinton: 5222. ecbeneieeeeeeeee 400 
18, | Samuel W. Long, ..... 5500 Sodn|} WEA ZARTS, — Goocoos sorcboncar 5 
23, | A. B. Miller, ..2. ..| Clearfield, 6 100 
PEI XCL Sb IDEN Gace .-| Washington, 8 
25, | C. S. Dougherty Go|) JANOS Socece : 40 
255s CoS eDOUshertya scree ete Godel} LAMPING IE Secon aes 10 
PA, Oy S, IDOE AAZ, scondocdadasconcooscodaDonNG00ns TUL COT ete retstetetete tel renee eet 100 
PA | es Tae “(Cebrol orosocopeeoaoonocnSouDORGOOOLONG Westmoreland, .............. 40 
Gul Nt JN (OL “(QMS | cdaduacoedaoooocoocadoduosDSaucosods Ib Sacadocosoacccecenecos 112 

INO ~ (GS |PASh We WA  sosonceancocsocccadcconoconHOAnOoGs Blairs ss.ciccseceeceeenereenee 20 
IN(5 |) WiedheoG WWAWABENE  CoscopoooadacoaKGDsUOHDOHNCGGCCD Blairs | che hier eee eee oer 300 
Pa |) (CS, IDES —SsGocseconoudnacoaanocooboacDOGonESOONS tun tinge d Opel teteaeeeeiets 9 

5,558 1-10 


COPYING OF SURVEYS. 


Fair progress has been made during the year in the copying of 
surveys as authorized under the provisions of the act of 1833. It 
is unfortunate for the Commonwealth that this work was not com- 
pleted many years ago, for the multilation and decay of these ancient 
records has been going on for so many years that in many cases the 
data contained in these papers cannot be reproduced. ‘There has 
been no little expenditure of energy and effort to advance the work 
required by the act referred to. The summary of the work done by 
the department will show the number of surveys copied during the 
fiscal year. The number would have been much greater had there 
not been such an increase in the transient work of the department 
which demanded the services of the draftsmen of the department. 
tn answer to a communication addressed by the Governor to this de- 
partment under date of January 26th, his attention was called to the 
condition of these records and to the necessity for making provi- 
sion by the present legislature for the completion of the work of 
copying them. The portion of our letter having reference to these 
records was as follows: 

There are about 250,000 surveys which should be copied into books, 
for two reasons, first, to preserve the data they contain, and second, 
to prevent the handling of these old land office records that are 
rapidly becoming mutilated and going into decay. I have not 
thought it advisable to suggest a law for the permanent employment 
of draftsmen, but recommend that an appropriation be made so that 
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eight or ten additional draftsmen may be employed on this import- 
ant work, to the end that these valuable records may be preserved 
and cared for. If you will turn to the act of 1833, you will find suffi- 
cient authority, I think, for having an item put into the General 
Appropriation Act tihat will enable this department to have executed 
the work contemplated by that act. In that act the surveyor gen- 
eral, whose duties have since been imposed on the Secretary of In- 
ternal Affairs was directed to copy these records. Of the more than 
250,000 surveys about 50,000 have been copied, nine-tenths of which 
have been copied during the time I have served as Deputy Secretary. 
I have pushed the work as rapidly as I could, but the force of the 
office is so constantly employed with transient work that it is im- 
possible to devote as much time to the copying of these records as 
the necessity of the case demands. 

I should be glad if you could be relieved from your other duties 
for an hour or two sometime that I might have an opportunity of 
showing you these records, for | am sure that with your knowledge 
of the land office records covering the period from the days of Wil- 
liam Penn to the present time you would at once see the merit of the 
suggestion I have made. The act of 1833 gives sufficient authority 
to answer all legal requirements, as I understand it, to enable the 
legislature to put an item in the General Appropriation Act. It is 
my earnest desire that during the four years for which I have been 
elected to the office of Secretary of Internal Affairs every one of 
these surveys shall be copied. It is utterly impossible for me to do 
it with the present force Iihave. If my suggestion is carried out, it 
will avoid the necessity of establishing places in the department 
of a permanent character, for when the work of copying the records 
is finished the services of the draftsmen can be dispensed with. The 
clerkships in this office are $1,400 a year, and I think the services 
of experienced draftsmen ought to command a compensation of $1,- 
500, and I therefore earnestly suggest to you that you favor an item 
in the Gereral Appropriation Act by which I may be able to secure 
the necessary draftsmen to accomplish the work herein referred to. 
I respectfully ask you to weigh these words. There is no work in 
any department of the State government that appeals so strongly 
for favorable consideration as that to which I refer. This idea of 
the case is probably accentuated when it is known that all the valua- 
ble records that relate to the Land Office of Pennsylvania have been 
dumped into this fire-trap of a building, with lumber yards and 
buildings of an inflammable character all around it. and no adequate 
protection. 

It is not urged that a bill be passed creating additional clerkships 
for the department, but that authority be given under the provisions 
of the act of 1833 to employ at least ten draftsmen, who together 
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with those already employed, may do a great deal towards the com- 
pletion of this work in the next four years during my term of office. 
It is my purpose to submit to the Appropriation Committee of the 
Senate aud House of Representatives the condition of these records 
and ask that an item be placed in the General Appropriation Act 
based upon the provisions of the act of 1833 that will enable the 
department to proceed with this work. Notwithstanding the 
amount of transient work done by the draftsmen during the past 
year surveys have been copied as follows: 

J.S. Wall, 132 large surveys. 

J. U. Gill, 580 small and 120 large surveys. 

J. H. Campbell, 256 small surveys. 

W. H. Lewis, 380 small surveys. 

R. O. Struckenrath, 520 small surveys. 

Blanche E. Butler, 760 small surveys. 

The act of 1897 which relates to the patenting of lands in or along 
navigable rivers has been a troublesome piece of legislation, for two 
reasons, first, because it seems to be in violation of that public policy 
which requires that the title to the beds of navigable rivers shall 
never be disposed of to individuals, firms or corporations, but shall 
always be held by the Commonwealth as a means of preserving more 
effectually the rights of the people in conducting commerce and navi- 
gation; second, because the act is coached in such ambiguous lang- 
uage and its meaning so obscure and uncertain that it is sufficiently 
defective to be a subject for repeal. If such legislation be considered 
essential to the public welfare, an act embracing plan and whole- 
some provisions should be placed on the statue books instead of this 
act of 1897. Believing that this act is in violation of public policy, 
a bill has been prepared and placed in the hands of Senator H. H. 
Cumings, of Forest county, with the request that it be introduced 
with a view of repealing the act of 1897. 


ANIS J3\(OAM 


To repeal an act entitled ‘‘An act in relation to patenting lands lying within or along 
navigable rivers.’ 

Whereas, Public policy imperatively demands that the title to the 
beds of rivers of the Commonwealth which have been declared pub- 
lic highways, should not be disposed of to individuals, but should re- 
main permanently in the Commonwealth as the best means for the 
protection of commerce and the securing of unobstructed navigation 
therefore, 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly, 
met and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That 
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the act approved the 15th day of July, A. D. 1897, pamphlet laws, 
page 301, entitled “An act in relation to patenting lands lying within 
or along navigable rivers,” be and the same is hereby repealed. 

About the usual number of cases has been placed at issue before 
the Board of Property durng the past year. The questions presented 
1o the board for determination are those relating to the law of loca- 
tion, the relative rights of junior and senior warrants, junior and 
senior surveys, improvement or preemption rights, defects in title, 
and defects in patents. 

All these questions involve in their adjudication intricate problems 
of law and that have demanded the most careful consideration and 
the best thought of the best jurists the Commonwealth has produced. 
The Board of Property is in session but once every two months. 
These sessions are hurriedly held, and it is impossible to devote the 
necessary time to the consideration of the problems that are raised. 
The time is so limited that the board is unable to make careful or 
well-considered deliverances on many of the questions brought be- 
fore it for determination. For it is a fact that when the State 
grants its warrant or patent, it should be considered as a solemn 
act and never taken without great care. In support of this view 
of the duties of the Board of Property reference may be made to the 
fact that in some localities several warrants have been granted for 
the same tract of land. Besides the injustice done the purchaser of 
a portion of the domain of the Commonwealth, the granting of a 
second, third or fourth warrant for the same tract of land makes the 
act of the State ridiculous in the eyes of the people. 


BUREAU OF INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS. 


Under the Constitution of 1874, establishing the Department of 
Internal Affairs, it is provided that there shall be in this Depart- 
ment a Bureau of Industrial Statistics, the duty of which shall be to 
inquiry into the conditions of the laboring classes of the Common- 
wealth, and to make such recommendations as will tend to the im- 
provement of their condition, and advance their interests generally. 
In addition to this constitutional provision the law of the Common- 
wealth require the collection of data which shall show the growth 
and annual condition particularly of the manufacturing interests of 
the Commonwealth. 

The Annual Report of this Bureau is published as Part III of the 
Departmental reports. 


BUREAU OF RAILWAYS. 


Under the Constitution of 1874 and the act of 1874, annual reports 
are made to the Bureau of Railways by all steam railway corpora- 


30 A. ANNUAL REPORT OF THE Off. Doc. 


tions, street or electric railway corporations, canal companies, tele- 
graph and telephone companies. These reports cover the fiscal year 
ending June 30, and embrace all information regarding the capitali- 
zation, bonded indebtedness, floating indebtedness, and current as- 
sets, together with data showing the mileage, the number of passen- 
gers carried, tons of freight carried, according to a detailed classifi- 
cation, receipts and expenditures, dividends paid, accidents, both 
fatal and non-fatal to passengers, employes and other persons. 

This report is considered a valuable one by persons, firms or cor- 
porations directly or indirectly interested in the organization, man- 
agement or operation of these corporations, or to those interested 
as investors in their stocks or bonds. The data presented in this 
report is the strongest evidence that can be adduced to show the 
prosperous condition of the State and Nation, and the rapidity with 
which the material interests of our Commonwealth are being de- 
voloped. The figures denote the immensity of our freight traffic 
under the different classifications of commodities from the fields of 
agriculture, from the forests, the mines, manufacturies and other 
sources. 


This report is published as Part IV of the Departmental reports. 


BUREAU OF MINES. 


In 1897 the Legislature passed an act creating the Bureau of Mines 
as one of the Bureaus of the Department of Internal Affairs. This 
Bureau has supervision over the Mine Inspectors in the different 
anthracite and bituminous regions of the Commonwealth. It seems 
to have been the opinion of the Legislature that some State officer 
should be given authority to supervise the mine inspectors in the sey- 
eral districts to the end that there might be some uniformity in their 
operations, and that positive knowledge might be obtained to show 
whether or not they were doing their utmost in the discharge of their 
official duties to secure the greatest possible freedom from accidents 
to the employes of the mines. The act as originally introduced pro- 
vided that the Secretary of Internal Affairs should appoint the Chief 
of the Bureau of Mines in the same manner as the Chief of the 
Bureau of Industrial Statistics was appointed, but the Governor ex- 
pressed a desire that the bill be made to give the Chief Executor the 
appointing power, and it was therefore amended accordingly. 

It is a question whether or not the amendment to this act has not 
in a measure impaired its efficacy, for the Secretary of Internal 
Affairs is an elective officer, is directly responsible to the people 
for the proper performance of his duties, and therefore the appoint- 
ment by the Governor of the head of a Bureau in the Department of 
Internal Affairs cannot be considered in any other way than as 
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in a measure crippling the Secretary in exercising that discipline 
and power over his subordinates that he would otherwise exercise. 
No serious difficulty, however, has been experienced in the adminis- 
tration of the atiairs of the Bureau, as whatever suggestions have 
been made by the Secretary have been cheerfully complied with by 
the Chief of the Bureau. 

The Legislature at the session of 1901 provided that in future mine 
inspectors should be elected by the people in the different mining 
districts, instead of being appointed by the Governor. This is a doubt- 
ful piece of legislation, and may lead to no little dissatisfaction and 
confusion. As a plain proposition, it is safe to say that in a repub- 
lican form of government the people ought to be trusted to do the 
right thing. ‘This proposition is true in a general way, and a great 
General and President said on one occasion that the people could 
most always be trusted to do the right thing. ‘This leaves an un- 
certainty, for by implication it may be assumed that sometimes the 
wrong thing will be done. If there shall be freedom from prejudice 
in the hearts of the voters, anda disposition to act fairly, the election 
of mine inspectors may be productive of good. It is hardly to be ex- 
pected, however, that such conditions will always prevail, and as an 
eminent jurist recently said: “We may at sometime expect that mine 
inspectors will be elected who are better republicans or Poe demo- 
crates than mine inspectors.” 

In addition to this, the election of mine inspectors by direct vote 
of the people may cripple those in authority from exercising proper 
supervision over these officials. 

The report of this Bureau shows the number of tons of anthracite 
and bituminous coal mined and transported during the year, the 
number of employes in both regions, and the number of accidents 
that occur during the year. ‘The report of this Bureau is published 
as Part V of the Departmental reports. 


BOUNDARY LINES AND BOUNDARY LINE MONUMENTS. 


In the report of last year reference was made to the re-survey and 
re-location of the boundary line between Pennsylvania and Mary- 
land. At the close of the present year the work is still unfinished, 
and therefore it is impossibie to include in this report an account of 
the work done by the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey Com- 
mission which by agreement between the two States was charged 
with the execution of the work of re-surveying and re-locating the 
Mason and Dixon line. 

The boundary line monuments between the States of Pennsylvania 
and New York were examined in 1900, and will probably be re-ex- 
amined during 1903 by the joint action of the proper authorities in 
the two States. 
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The boundary line monuments between Ohio and Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia and Pennsylvania were examined in 1902, as is shown 
by the detailed reports of the examiners herewith. From these 
examinations it is found that a few monuments need attention and 
correspondence will be had with the proper authorities in the States 
of Ohio and West Virginia with a view of having the work done, in 
order that the monuments that are displaced or partially destroyed 
may be restored to the original location and condition. 


Harrisburg, November 30, 1902. 


To Major Isaac B. Brown, Deputy Secretary of Internal Affairs, Har- 
risburg, Pa.: 


Dear ‘Sir: We respectfully make the following as our report of the 
examination of the boundary line monuments on the western line of 
the State, which monuments mark the location of the line between 
Pennsylvania and the States of Ohio and West Virginia. The ex- 
amination was cominenced on the fifth day of August, 1902, and con- 
tinued until completed. 

The investigation commenced with the monument on the lake road, 
near Lake Erie, at the northwestern corner of the State, and con- 
tinued scutherly to the southwestern corner of the State. 

In making the report of these examinations, reference is had to the 
explanation as given on page 37 of the report on Pennsylvania and 
Ohio Boundary Lines, published in 1883: 

“Kach boundary monument consists of two blocks of sandstone, 
the underground mark and the surface mark. The first block is 
called the “Monument.” The monument is 15x15x15 inches in size; 
it is buried entirely under ground two feet below the surface, and its 
position is on the State boundary without exception. On the upper 
side is cut two notches intersecting each other at right angles in the 
form of a cross. One notch points north and south and marks the 
State line; the other notch points east and west and marks the term- 
inus of the mile. The surface mark is called the “Index.” It is 
12x12x36 inches in size, and set vertically on top of the monument, 
so that one foot of its upper end projects above ground, which is also 
cut to a uniform size of 12 inches square, the upper face being 
finished in a pyrmadial apex one inch high. The four sides of the 
index face the four cardinal points and each side bears an inscription 
—on the north side, the number of miles from the northern terminal 
monument, on the east side, the initial letter of Pennsylvania, on 
the west side the initial letter of Ohio, and on the south side the date 
of the resurvey, 1881. The upper face bears no inscription, but the 
center is indicated by the apex of the surmounting pyramid. 
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When, however, the index would stand in the way of public travel, 
it is not set on the monument, but stands twenty-five (25) feet either 
due east or due west from it: When such is the case the inscription 
25F is cut on that side which faces the monument. 25F means that 
the distance from the center of the index to the State line is 25 feet. 
In setting the index, this distance was accurately determined, so that 
as long as the index remains in place, the position of the State line 
may be found at any time without uncovering the buried monument. 

Sometimes the terminus of a full mile did not offer a favorable 
spot for setting a monument, in which case it was carried forward 
or back to a suitable situation, and the inscription on the north face 
of the index modified to express the full miles and fractional parts 
of a mile.” 

The condition of the monuments is set forth in the following state- 
nent it being understood that the monuments are in good condition 
except when otherwise mentioned in this report: 

The marker on the north side of the Lake Road near Lake Erie is 
the starting point of the investigation. This monument seems to 
be the terminal monument of the survey of 1786. It is a flag stone, 
probably 3 feet square and 6 inches thick originally. It was found 
by the Joint Survey Commission of 1881 lying in the corner of a 
worn. fence, 110 feet from the top of the bank of Lake Erie and 175 
feet south of the water’s edge. The ground on which it originally 
stood was many years ago washed away, causing it to fall down the 
bank of the lake. It was drawn up by the farmers owning the ad- 
joining land, and placed where it was found by the Joint Resurvey 
Commission. It bears on its side the inscription placed there by the 
survey of 1786, viz: “Pennsylvania, 1786.” 

What is known as the northern terminal, or zero monument, was 
the next one examined. It is located 2,400 feet south from the shore 
of Lake Erie and was found in good condition. It is of granite, 6 
feet high by 3 feet square at the base. Its position is on the west 
side of a highway in level, open country, and on the summit of a low, 
broad undulation, lying parallel with the lake shore. On the north 
side of shaft is the following inscription: 


“Hrected in 1881 by 
a joint commission 
appointed by the 
states of Pennsyl- 
nania and Ohio to 
re-survey and re- 
mark the boundary 
line as established 
in 1786.” 

3 A.—T—1902 
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On the east side of the base is inscribed— 
“Pennsylvania.” 
On the west sidie— 
“Ohio.” 


In the verticle axis of the monument, and on top of the sandstone 
foundation is inscribed a cross, one arm of which defines the State 
boundary, and the other marks the beginning of the first mile. 

According to a report heretofore made with reference to this monu- 
ment the geographic position of the same is— 

Latitude, 41° 58’ 21.48”. 
Lergitude, 80° 31’ 18.17” W. 

Milestone 1. According to the report of 1883, the monument is 
buried 2 feet under the west side of a highway. The index stone, 
which is located 25 feet east of the monument, projects something 
like 1 foot above the surface. It is chipped on the northwest cor- 
ner; defaced on the top by the letters “C. M.” carved thereon; the 
letter “P” on the east side of this stone is changed to “B”; on the 
south side one of the figures “8” in the number denoting the year, 
1881, is defaced, while the stone is leaning westwardly probably 10 
degrees. 

Milestone 2. The index stone stands upon the monument. 

Milestone 3. The index stone stands upon the monument. 

Milestone 4. The index stone stands upon the monument. It is 
in good condition except that the southeast corner is somewhat 
chipped. Beside this stone is found the old monument of 1786, called 
in the reports heretofore made, the “Culver Monument.” 

Milestone 5. The index stone stands upon the monument. All 
the corners are considerably chipped, and it leans a trifle to the west. 

Milestone 6. The index stone stands upon the monument. The 
southeast and northeast corners are considerably chipped. 

Milestone 7. The index stone stands upon the monument. 

Milestone 8. The index stone stands 25 feet east of the monu- 
ment. This is the last milestone in Erie county. 

Milestone 9. The index stone stands 25 feet west of the monu- 
ment. Its southeast and northwest corners are chipped. This is 
the first milestone in Crawford county. 

Milestone 10. The index stone stands 25 feet east of the monu- 
ment. Three of the corners are chipped. 

Milestone 11. The index stone stands 25 feet east of the monu- 
ment and is considerably chipped on north side. c 

Milestone 12. The index stone stands 25 feet east of the monu- 
ment. Its northwest and southwest corners are chipped. 

Milestone 13. The index stone stands 25 feet east of the monu- 
ment. It leans badly to the east. 
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Milestone 14. The index stone stands 25 feet east of monument. 

Milestone 15. The index stone stands on monument. 

Milestone 16. Tihe index stone stands on monument. It leans 
badly to the west. 

Milestone 17. Index stone stands on monument. The figures are 
badly defaced, and the stone leans considerably to the east, 

Milestone 18. The index stone stands on the monument. The 
northeast corner is chipped; the initial letter “O” on west side is 
mutilated, and the figures denoting the vear “1881” are chipped. 

Milestone 18%. The index stone stands upon the monument. This 
is in lieu of the nineteenth milestone, as shown by the Commissioners 
in their report, no monument having been set at the proper location 
on account of the bad condition of the land which is called a “shak- 
ing bog.” ‘The index stone extends only 8 inches above the ground, 
but is in good condition. 

Milestone 20. The index stone stands on monument. It leans 
badly. 

Milestone 21. The index stone stands on monument. 

Milestone 22. The index stone stands on monument. Its north- 
west corner is chipped and it extends but 8 inches above the ground. 

Milestone 234. At the proper location of this monument, the ori- 
ginal report shows the existence of a boggy swamp and no monument 
set at that location. A site was chosen one-eighth of a mile south 
from the proper location. The index stone stands on the monu- 
ment. 

Milestone 24. The index stone stands on monument. Al its cor- 
ners and the east side of stone are chipped. 

Milestone 25. The index stone stands on monument. It leans 
about 45 degrees to the south. 

Milestone 26. Index stone stands on monument. It has been 
quite badly mutilated, the northwest corner being broken so as to 
destroy the initial letter “M.” The stone stands but 16 inches above 
the surface. 

Milestone 27 (+ 264 feet). At the correct location for this stone, 
according to the original report the ground was found boggy and un- 
suitable for sustaining a monument. It was therefore located 264 
feet south of its proper location. The index stone stands upon the 
monument. Its southeast and southwest corners are chipped. 

Milestone 28. Index stone stands on monument. The southeast 
corner is chipped so far as to partially destroy the figures in the date 
number “1881.” It stands but 16 inches out of the ground. 

Milestone 29. The index stone stands on monument. 

Milestone 30. The index stone stands on monument. Its south- 
east, southwest and northwest corners are chipped. 

Milestore 31. Index stone stands on monument. 
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Milestone 32. Index stone stands on monument. It leans slightly 
to the east. 

Milestone 83. Index stone stands on monument. It leans about 
15 degrees. The east side and the northwest corners are somewhat 
chipped. This is the last milestone in Crawford county. 

Milestone 34. The index stone stands on monument. It is the 
first milestone south of the northwest corner of Mercer county. 

Milestone 35. The index stone stands on monument. It leans 
fully 45 degrees to the east. 

Milestone 36. The index stone stands on monument. On the 
south side of this stone is marked ‘1881 November 23rd.” 

Milestone 37. The index stone stands on monument. It leans to 
the south and is not firm, being easily moved. It stands 22 inches 
above the surface. 

Milestone 38. Index stone stands on monument. 

Milestone 39. Index stone stands on monument. 

An original monument of 1786, known in the report as Clark Monu- 
ment, stands beside the index stone, with a cross on top and the 
initial letter of Pennsylvania on the east side and the initial letter of 
Ohio on the west side. 

Milestone 40. The index stone stands on monument. 

Milestone 41. The index stone stands 25 feet east of monument. 
Its southeast corner is chipped. 

The State Line road is now crossed from the south of the 40th 
milestone to 510 feet south of the 42d milestone. South of the 41st 
milestone is the boundary monument on Trautman Hill. This monu- 
ment is said to be 1,777 feet south of milestone 41. The index stands 
on the monument. On the south side of the stone are the initial 
letters as follows: “W. W. M.” on the east half of the south side, 
and “P. 'M. B.” on the west half of the south side. 

Milestone 42. The index stone stands on monument. Its east 
edge is chipped. : 

Milestone 43. The index stone stands 25 feet east of monument. 
A picket fence is built over the index stone which is almost entirely 
underground. 

Milestone 44. The index stone stands 25 feet east of monument. 
It extends only about 2 inches above the ground. 

Milestone 45. The index stone stands 25 feet east of monument. 

from the report of the Commissioners it appears that the original 
monument stood near the location of this milestone. It is said that 
in 1828 it was hauled away and built into the foundation of a barn. 
In 1881 the initial letter “P” was discovered engraved upon one side 
of it. It was a granite boulder weighing about one and a half tons. 
It is said to be in a pile of similar boulders some 500 feet southeast 
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of the milestone. This observation is taken from the report of the 
Commissioners and not made from our investigations. 

Milestone 46. The index stone stands on monument. All of its 
corners are chipped. 

Milestone 47. Index stone stands on monument. This stone is 
on the edge of a highway, some 8 or 10 feet from road bed. It is 
driven over and nearly covered with earth. Its corners are chipped. 

On Clark’s Hill, south of milestone 47 is a boundary monument. 
The index stone stands 25 feet east, and near a highway. It is in 
good condition. 

Milestone 48. The index stone stands 25 feet east of monument. 
Its southwest and northwest corners are chipped. 

Milestone 49. The index stone stands on monument. The south- 
east corner is chipped to the extent of multilating somewhat the 
date, “1881.” 

Milestone 50. The index stone stands on monument. The initial 
letter in the word “Ohio” is mutilated, as is also the date “1881.” 
The corners of the stone are chipped. 

Milestone 51. Index stone stands on monument, and extends but 
18 inches above the ground. All its corners and cdges are chipped. 
Further scuth, on the north bank of the Shenango river, a sign was 
found on top of a post ten feet high, on the north side of which was 
“Pennsylvania State Line,” and on the south side “Ohio State Line.” 

‘Milestone 52. Index stone stands on monument. It is on the 
south side of Shenango river. 

Milestone 53. Index stone stands 25 feet east of the monument. 

‘Milestone 54. Index stone stands on monument. It is on bank 
near the read bed. Its southwest corner is chipped. 

Milestone 55. Index stone stands on monument. Its northwest 
corner is chipped. 

Milestcne 56. Index stone stands on monument. 

Milestone 57. Index stone stands on monument. It leans slightly 
to the east and is in the center of a road and flush with the same. 
This road is nearly opened through to another road running east ‘and 
west, beginning about 100 feet north of this stone. 

Milestone 58. The index stone stands on monument, in the center 
of the road referred to in the observation regarding milestone 57. 

Milestone 59. Index stone stands on monument. About 75 feet 
north of this stone, the line of an electric railway crosses the State 
line. This is the first stone in Lawrence county. 

‘Milestone 60. The index stone stands on monument. Its north- 
east corner is so badly chipped as to destroy the figure “6” in the 
number ‘60.” 

Milestone 61. Index stone stands on monument. 
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Milestone 62. Index stone stands 25 feet west of monument. This 
indicates an angle in the State line. It stands in a field, and its east 
top is badly chipped. 

The original monument of 1786, was found 1,560 feet south of the 
62d milestone, in good conditon. This is called the Shehy monument. 

‘Milestone 63. Index stone stands on monument. 

Milestone 64. Index stone stands on monument. 

The monument set to mark the line of the Mahoning river valley 
was found in good condition, the index stone standing on monument. 

Milestone 65 1-8. At the proper location of the 65th milestone, 
no monument appears to have been set, as the surface of the ground 
was not suitable. 1,760 feet south of the proper location is placed 
a monument, upon which stands the index stone. 

Milestone 66. Index stone stands 25 feet west of monument. 

Milestone 67. Index stone stands 25 feet west of monument. 

Milestone 68. Index stone stands 25 feet west of monument. 

Milestone 69. Index stone stands 25 feet east of monument. 

Ani original monument reported to be 772 feet south of milestone 
69 was found in good condition. 

Milestone 70. Index stone stands 25 feet east of monument. 

Milestone 71. Index stone stands 25 feet west of monument. 

Milestone 72. Index stone stands 25 feet west of monument. 

Milestcne 73. Index stone stands on monument. 

The original monument of 1786, referred to in the report of the 
Commissioners as being on the west side of a farm Jane, was not 
found by us. We were informed by Mr. D. Koch, who owns the 
farm along the line, that this stone was used in the wall of his barn 
some years ago. 

Milestone 74. Index stone stands 25 feet west of monument. 

Milestone 75. Index stone stands 25 feet west of monument. 

Milestone 76. Index stone stands on monument. 

The stone menticned in the report of the Commissioners as located 
1,408 feet south of milestone 76, in a highway running east and west, 
was found in good condition. 

Milestone 77. The index stone stands 25 feet west of monument. 
On its east side is marked “P”, We were informed by the owner 
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of the land that some years ago the monument was broken and the 
bottom part was bedded in the center of the road. The index stone 
is in good condition. 

Milestone 78. Index stone stands on monument. 

Milestone 79. Index stone stands on mounment. 

The original monument of 1786, which the Commissioners report 
as located 387 feet south of milestone 79, was found in good condi- 
tion. 
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Milestove 80. ‘Tihe index stone stands on monument. The initial 
letters of the words “Pennsylvania” and “Ohio” are somewhat mu- 
tilated by the chipping of the stone. 

Milestone 81. Index stone stands 25 feet east of monument. 

Milestone 82. Index stone stands on monument. 

The original monument said to be located 374 feet south of mile- 
stone 82 was found. It is at the top of Booth Hill and is in good 
condition. 

Milestone 83. Index stone stands on monument. 

Milestone 84. Index stone stands on monument. 

Milestone 85. Index stone stands on monument. 

The original monument said to be located 415 feet south of mile- 
stone 85 was found at the top of Beatty Hill in good condition. 

Milestone 86. The index stone stands on monument. 

The original milestone was found south 2,270 feet from milestone 
86. ‘This is known in the report as the Hamilton monument. It is 
situated on tihe west side of a highway. It is nearly covered by the 
soil and is badly broken on top. 

Milestone 87. Index stone stands on monument. It enjoys the 
distinction of standing on the slope of a hill that falls southeast into 
Purgatory Hollow. 

Milestone 88. Index stands on monument. 

2,665 feet south of milestone 88, stands an original monument. It 
is in a lane leading to Island Run and is in good condition. In one 
of the reports it has been called Fisher monument. 

Milestone 89. The index stone stands on monument. 

Milestone 90. (+ 1,320 feet). The proper location of the 90th mile- 
stone seems to have been unsuitable for the setting of a monument, 
and it was placed 1,320 feet south of the proper location. The index 
stone stands on the monument. 

Ata point 2,248 feet south of the proper location of the 90th mile- 
stone was found an original monument having the usual marks. It 
is called in the reports the Hood Monument. It was found in good 
condition. 

Milestone 91. (+330 feet.) The proper point for the location of 
the 91st milestone, according to previous reports, was a deep hole 
gullied out in the bank of Little Beaver river, and was not suitable 
for a monument. Three hundred and thirty feet south of this point 
a milestone was found, the index stone standing on the monument. 

Milestone 91%. This terminal southern monument, on the north 
bank of the Ohio river, was found and was im good condition. This 
terminal monument is of Quincy granite, and is a duplicate of the 
northern terminal monument near the shores of Lake Erie. 

This completed the examination of the monuments on the bound- 
ary line between Pennsylvania and Ohio. 
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The monuments south of Ohio, which located the line between 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia, were examined from the Ohio 
south to the southwest corner of the State, commencing with the 
first monument on the south bank of the Ohio and extending to the 
last monument in this line, but the condition of the monuments is 
here given commencing with the southwest corner of the State, as 
the milestones are numbered from the southwest corner, north to 
the Ohio. 

The southwest corner stone of the State of Pennsylvania is a 
sandstone and stands 3 feet 6 inches above the surface. It is in 
every way in good condition. On the southand west sides of this 
monument are the letters, “W. V.;” on the north side are the figures 
“1883,” representing the year when the line was surveyed and the 
monument set; on the east side are the letters “W. V.” a dash, and 
the imitial letter “P” of the word Pennsylvania. 

Milestone 1. The first milestone north of the southwest corner of 
the State was found in good condition. On ‘the south side is the 
figure “1” indicating that it is the first stone north of the south- 
west corner; on the west side the initials “W. V.”; on the north side 
the figures “1883,” and on the east the letter “P.” 

Milestone 2 6-10. This second stone north is marked as follows: 
on the south side “M. 2 6-10”; on the west side “W. V.”; on the north 
“1883,” and on the east “P.” 

Milestone 4. This was the next stone north that was found. It 
is marked on the north side “4M.” and has the initial marks on the 
other sides. 

Milestone 4 4-10. This stone bears the usual marks except on the 
north side where it is marked “4 4-10 'M.” 

Milestone 6 7-10. This is the next milestone north found. On the 
south side it bears the figures “6 7-10 M.” On the other side it has 
the usual marks. It was represented to us as standing upon the 
lands of McCloskey and Collwell. 

Milestone 7 6-10. These figures appear on the south side of the 
monument and the monument is represented as standing on Me- 
Cracken Hill. 

Milestone 9. This stone was found, with the usual marks. It is 
represented as standing between the lands of Levi Phillips and 
Sickles. 

Milestene 10 2-10. This was the next stone found. The land 
owners were represented to be Levi Phillips and John Fletcher. 

A meridian stone was found standing nearby, east of the 10 2-10 
milestone, which was marked on the north side “Meridian” and on 
the south side “1883.” 

Milestone 11 5-10. This stone has the usual marks. Supposed to 
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be standing adjoining lands of Barney Wiley on the Pennsylvania 
side. 

Milestone 12 5-10. This stone had the usual marks. The land on 
the Virginia side was said to be owned by John McGinnis. 

Milestone 14 9-10. This was the next stone fownd and it has the 
usual marks. The owner of the land is represented to be F. R. 
Hewitt. 

By the side of this stone, lying loose on top of the ground is an 
old original stone marked on one side with a big “P” and on the 
other side “V.” 

Milestone 16 6-10. This milestone has the usual marks and is said 
to be standing upon the lands of L. H. Gorby. 

Milestone 189-10. This was the next stone found. The land upon 
which it stands is said to be owned by William Miller. 

Milestone 20 1-10. This monument is said to be standing upon land 
of Mack Olenm. 

Milestone 21. This stone bears the usual marks. 

Milestone 22 1-10. This stone bears the usual marks. It is said 
to be standing on lands of one Southerland. 

Milestone 25 9-10. This was the next milestone found. It bore 
the usual marks and was standing on land owned by Sam MeNich. 
The top of the south side is chipped badly. 

Milestone 26 7-10. This was the next milestone found. It bears 
the usual marks and stands on Tanner Hill. 

What appears to be an original monument stands about 6 feet 
south of milestone 26 7-10. This stone leans badly to the west. It 
is marked “26. M.” 

Milestone 27 1-10. This stone is quite badly broken on the north 
side and notheast corner, so that nearly all of the figures “1883” have 
disappeared from the monument. 

Milestone 28 1-10. This stone has the usual marks. 

About 20 feet east of this stone a meridian stone was found. 

Milestone 30 8-10. This stone is represented as standing on the 
farm of Arnold Lawton. ‘The letters and figures are badly chipped, 
so much so as to make them almost illegible. 

Milestone 32 5-10. This stone is represented as standing on land 
owned by one Mulholland. 

A stone was found on the side hill extending about four feet above 
the surface of the ground, upon the northwest corner of which is 
marked a big letter “B,” on the southeast corner the letter “O.” 
We were informed by residents along the line that this represented 
a corner of Brooks and Ohio counties in West Virginia. 

Milestone 33 7-10. This stone is represented as standing on the 
land of J. B. Forney. 
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Milestone 34 7-10. This stone is represented as standing on the 
farm of Mac Broom. 

Milestone 37 8-10. This stone leans about 45 degrees to the south 
and needs attention. Meridian stone stands on top of hill about 
3,000 feet sowth. 

Milestone 39 1-10. This stone is represented as standing on land 
once owned by John Buckey. 

Milestone 41 4-10. This stone is represented as standing on lands 
owned by the George Amspoker estate. 

Milestone 42 8-10. The southwest corner of this stone is broken 
off. The broken off part contains the figure “4” in the number “42.” 
The mutilation of the monument seems to have occurred recently. 
This stene is represented as standing on land of Robert Steen. 

Milestone 44 1-10. This stone has the usual marks. 

some 16 feet east of this milestone, a meridian stone was found in 
a corn field. It is marked on the south side “Meridian” and on the 
north side ‘1883.” 

Milestone 45 5-10. This stone has been entirely removed from its 
proper location. I[t is entireiy out of the ground and lying at the 
foot of an embankment of the Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Chicago and 
St. Loais Railway Company and at a point about 12 feet north of the 
sigu board put up by the railroad company to indicate the location 
of the State line between Pennsylvania and West Virginia. It is 
estimated to be about 3,000 feet east of Collier station. 

Milestone 46 1-10. This stone bears the usual marks. 

An original monument was found about one-half mile north of 
milestone 46 1-10, located on a high hill. 

Milestone 48 1-10. This stone was found in good condition. 

Milestone 49 7-10. ‘This stone was found im good condition. 

Milestone 51 2-10. This stone is represented as standing on land 
owned by Reuben Freshwater. 

Milestone 52 1-10. This stone leans badly to the west. 

Milestone 52 8-10. This stone leans badly to the west and a part 
of the letter ““M” marked on the stone was broken off. 

Milestone 54. (+ 23 feet). This stone was found in good condi- 
tion. 

Milestone 55 1-10. This milestone is located about 12 feet west 
of what was represented to us as the grave of an original owner of 
the land at this place, his land extending on both sides of the line. 
We were told by people living nearby that his name was Reddick, and 
that it was his request that he be buried on the tine with his head 
in one state and his feet in the other. 

Milestone 55 9-10. This stone was found in good condition. 

Milestone 56 9-10. This stone was found in good condition. 

Milestone 57 9-10. This stone was found in good condition. 
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Milestone 58 9-10. This stone was found in good condition. 
Milestone 59 8-10. This stone was found in good condition. 
Milestone 60 7-10. This milestone was found in good condition. 
Milestone 61 6-10. This stone was in good condition. 

Something like 1,000 feet scuth of this stone was found an original 
monument. It is located on top of a high knob. 

Milestone 62 8-10. This stone was found in good condition. 

Milestone 63 (+ 4,544 feet). This stone is 12x12, and extends 
about 12 inches above the surface. It stands two feet north of the 
old original monument which was found to be 6 by 18 and stands 
three feet above the surface. This original stone was marked on 
the east side with the letter “P,”’ and on the west by the letter “V.” 
It was located at the base of what was designated to us as River hill. 

In the examination of monuments between Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia that is, to the south bank of the Ohio river, no data was 
furnished us to indicate the location of the monuments, and as they 
were not located at regular distances, that is at each successive 
mile, north from the southwest corner of the State, it necessitated 
a considerable amount of search to find them, and it is apparent that 
some of the monuments were not found. 

In concluding this report, it is recommended that all monuments 
which are leaning badly or which have been displaced, be reset at 
the earliest day possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 
S. W. MOYER, 
O. P. EATON, 
J. C. WILSON. 
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BUREAU OF ASSESSMENTS AND TAXES. 


Under the provisions of the act of 1874 (Pamphlet Laws page 193), 
county commissioners of the several counties of the Commonwealth 
are required to make out in tabular form, by assessment districts, a 
statement of all real estate both taxable and non taxable; also a 
tabular statement in which there shall be exhibited some of the 
classifications of personal property, such in particular as is taxéd 
for State purposes, as money at interest. 

Under the act of 1889 (Pamphlet Laws page 157) the county com- 
missioners are also required to secure from township, city, ward and 
county officers full and complete returns showing the entire amount 
of taxes levied and collected or worked out upon public highways, 
which taxes are collected for the maintenance of county, city, ward, 
borough or township governments. 

In the blanks furnished the county commissioners for returns 
under this act, the data are arranged with reference to the taxes 
collected for the support of the poor; the taxes collected for the con- 
struction and repairs of roads and bridges; the amount collected on 
personal property, occupations, trades, emoluments of office; the 
amount collected on the real estate of railroad corporations, and 
the amount collected on the real estate of corporations other than 
railroads. 

In Part II, of this report, will be found the detailed statements 
as rendered by the several boards of county commissioners through- 
out the Commonwealth, and also consolidated tables and other 
tables showing deductions from the reports thus made by the county 
commissioners and compiled by this office. 

Before considering the returns of the county commissioners for 
each county in detail, it may be proper to make some general obser- 
vations with reference to the reliability of the data compiled under 
the provisions of the law referred to. 

The number of taxables of each county is shown in the first column 
of assessment returns. In comparing the data returned for this year 
with the returns for past years on this subject, it will be found that 
there is a great disparity in the number of taxables returned for 
each succeeding year, and this fact gives rise to the belief that pos- 
sibly there is not much care taken by the assessors in making ac- 
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curate returns as there should be. When in a county it is found that 
for this year the number of taxables is very much less than for pre- 
ceding years, it would indicate very clearly that either there was a 
mistake made in previous years in the returns, or that the assess- 
ors of that county for the year covered by this report, are not in- 
cluding all the taxables in making up the totals. There are few if 
any counties in the State where there is an actual decrease in the 
number of taxables, for the reason that the rapid development of 
material interests of the Commonwealth, the increase in population, 
the diversification of business interests of all kinds would have a 
tendency to increase the number of taxables rather than to decrease 
dite 

In the number of acres of cleared and timbered land great dis- 
crepancies are also found, but there is undoubtedly a good excuse 
for the discrepancies that exist under these captions, for the reason 
that it is difficult to classify much of the land of the State as cleared 
and timbered land. Cleared land may properly be designated that 
which is used for farming puropses, and timbered land may be classi- 
fied as lands upon which there are standing, in whole or in part, 
the primeval forests, or lands that have been set apart for reforestra- 
tion, but where all the merchantable timber has been cut off and 
nothing is being done with reference to clearing the land for agri- 
cultural purposes, it is difficult to see how this land can be classi- 
fied as either cleared or timbered land, hence the figures in the two or 
three columns of assessment returns showing the number of acres 
of cleared and timbered land, cannot be expected to indicate ac- 
curately the facts in the case. 

Assessors are required to value all real estate in the Common- 
wealth no matter whether it is taxable or non taxable. They are 
also directed to value especially the real estate exempt from taxation 
and the real estate that is taxable. Under these three captions the 
returns are found in columns 4, 5 and 6 of the assessment returns. 
The figures that represent the value of real estate reported as 
exempt from taxation are probably furthest from the truth, for the 
reason that assessors too often neglect to pay any attention to 
church and other properties that are exempt from taxation, and the 
figures that show the amount of real estate exempt from taxation 
only show an insignificant part of the actual amount of such prop- 
erty within the confines of the State. 

Under the captien of “Real Estate Taxable,” it is presumed that 
all the real estate of the Commonwealth which is taxable is returned, 
but whether the returns give its actual value, as required by law, 
is another question. Indeed, there is no question about it. It is 
well known by all who have made a study of the valuation of real 
estate for purposes of taxation, that under valuation is the rule 
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and that the total amount of real estate returned as taxable does 
not by any means represent or approach a true representation of the 
value of this species of property. It is all due to a spirit which too 
generally exists among owners of property (and likewise condoned 
by assessors) to evade an equitable burden of public taxation. It 
seems to be the desire of every property owner to have his property 
assessed at the lowest figure possible, that he may bear as small a 
share of the burden of the government as possible. If he can get 
the assessor to comply with his wishes then his purpose is accom- 
plished. If all property could be assessed at 75 per cent. of its actual 
valuation, no harm would be done, and certainly none could be done 
if exact justice were manifested in the work of assessing properly 
and it were all returned at its full value. Then each property owner 
would only bear his equitable share of taxation. It must be ad- 
mitted that if all properties assessed at $10,000 and subject to a five 
mill tax, are assessed at $5,000 and subject to a ‘ten mill tax, the 
results are exactly the same so far as it concerns the amount of 
taxes paid by the owner of such assessed property. The evil exists 
in the reckless valuation of property for taxable purposes. The law 
that requires real estace to be assessed at its full value embodies the 
correct principle, and the only difficulty is in the execution of that 
law. 

The boards of county commissioners of the several counties of the 
Commonwealth hold annual meetings. The subject which ought to 
be presented to them in their annual consultations is the assessment 
of real estate for taxation, based upon the requirements of law, to 
the end that all real estate in every county be assessed at its full 
value. The incongruities that exist have been often shown by the 
publications from this office, for in investigations made it has been 
demonistrated clearly that in some counties the real estate is as- 
sessed at less than 25 per cent. of its actual value, while in others 
it has gone over 75 per cent. ‘A still more unjust condition is found 
where in the same county great discrepancies exist in the valuation 
of real estate. Much injustice is done by assessors in one district 
in a county assessing property at a lower value than the assessors 
in another district, for property in two such districts are subject 
to the same rate of levy, at least for taxes for the support of the 
county government, and one man can thereby be made to pay very 
much more for the support of the county government than his neigh- 
bor in an adjoining district can be required to pay on the same 
actual valuation of property. 

For many years the office has discussed these problems of taxa- 
tion. Possibly some good may have been accomplished; possibly 
there is an assimilation of ideas among county commissioners and 
boards of assessors with reference to a more equitable valuation of 
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real estate for taxable purposes, however, it is apparent that there 
is much to do before the grounds of equity are occupied by all boards 
of county commissioners and all assessors in this work of valuation 
of real estate for taxable purposes. 

The number and value of horses, mares, geldings and mules over 
the age of four years, and the number and value of neat cattle are 
also subjects about which many criticisms may be made as to the 
manner of assessments. Perhaps there is not so much difficulty as 
to the number of cattle returned as there is concerning their ages. 
As an animal of the species mentioned must be four years old before 
it is subject to taxation, it is probably a fact that needs no argument 
for support that horses and cattle are always kept very young, es- 
pecially about the time the assessor comes around to make his enroll- 
ment. Itis but another method by which men seem to justify efforts 
to escape their fair share of the burden of taxation. 

Probably the same thing may be said, with equal force, with ref- 
erence to the value of salaries and emoluments of office, and also to 
the amount of money at interest returned. Recent legislation has 
been affected to the end that there shall be complete returns of 
money at interest returned. Recent legislation has been effected 
to the end that there shall be complete returns of money at interest 
on bonds, mortgages, notes due, bills, etc. Conditions have been 
made very much better and yet it is apparent that a large percentage 
of the money at interest does not find a place in the returns of as- 
sessors, and therefore taxation is escaped. 

The execution of the laws with reference to taxation is probably 
weakest in that branch which requires a full and complete return 
of the value of omnibuses, stages, hacks, cabs, ete. In some of the 
counties no returns whatever are made by either the assessors or 
the boards of county commissioners. The amounts usually returned 
are so entirely insignificant and so far removed from figures that 
would represent the actual value of this class of property, that a 
publication of them in a public report is ridiculous. Take for in- 
stance, the county of Dauphin, where the value of this class of prop- 
erty is placed at a little over $5,000. This amount can scarcely ap- 
proach tbe value of property under this head which one good livery 
stable would own. Other counties have greater undervaluations. 
As before indicated, some have none at all. Conspicuous among the 
counties that make small returns or no returns at all is Lebanon. 
The total amount of the value of stages, omnibuses, hacks, cabs, etc., 
in that wealthy county are represented at $96.00. How flat, stale 
and unprofitable are returns of public officials which so far fail to 
make accurate returns of the conditions found in the several as- 
sessment districts of the Commonwealth. 

Under the tabulation found in column 1 of the first division of 


No. 7. SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. leh, 


the tabulated form covering the amount of taxes for different pur- 
poses,will be found the total amount of taxes collected in each 
county for the support of the poor. Looking at the aggregate it is 
found, that notwithstanding the prosperous times that exist, the 
cost of supporting the poor is more than $3,000,000. This expense 
seems to be fairly well distributed in the counties of the Common- 
wealth with reference to their population and the assessed value 
of taxable property. 

In column 2 of this same tabulation will be found the amount of 
taxes collected for the construction and repairs of streets, roads and 
brides. In considering these taxes, as well as the taxes collected 
for the support of the poor, it must be remembered that in some 
counties the appropriations are made direct from the county treas- 
ury for the building of bridges and, in some cases, presumably for 
the extraordinary constructions in the way of streets and roads. 
So, in counties having poor houses, these poor houses are supported 
by an appropriation by the county commissioners direct from the 
county treasury, and the amounts used for the support of poor 
houses are not therefore derived from a levy made on personal and 
real estate. 

In considering the returns from Philadelphia, it must also be re- 
membered that there is but one tax levied in that county. which is 
co-extensive with the limits of the city, for all purposes, the levy 
being made to cover all the necessities of the city and county, and 
then the commissioners appropriate for different purposes the re- 
quisite amount of money for the support of the poor, the schools, 
streets, and all other expenses incident to the administration of the 
government. 

Looking at the totals under the different heads of assessments 
and taxes, it is found that the number of taxables in the State is 
2,022,273; the number of acres of cleared land returned is 16,631,653, 
and timbered land 8,771,713. 

All real estate, including that which is taxable and non taxable, 
is appraised at $3,258,827,169; the value of real estate exempt from 
taxation at $328,144,389; real estate taxable at $2,930,682,780. 

The number of horses, mares, geldings and mules over the age of 
four years is 604,370, and their value $26,744,363. The number of 
neat cattle over the age of four years is 637,768, and their value $12,- 
355,352. 

Salaries and emoluments of office, posts of profit, professions, 
trades and occupations are valued at $134,252,446, and the agegre- 
gate value of all property taxable for county purposes is given at 
$3,104,055,631, from which the aggregate amount of county taxes, 
$23,063,025.28 is derived. 

The total amount of money at interest, including mortgages, judge- 
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ments, bonds, notes, stocks, ete., is reported to be $814,271,329 and 
the value of stages, omnibuses, etc., at $618,987. 

The aggregate amount of property taxable for State purposes, in- 
cluding money at interest, is $814,890,316, and the aggregate amount 
of State tax assessed $3,259,534.71. 

The total amount of all county debts of the State is $60,074,724.41. 

The tax collected and appropriated for the support of the poor in 
the State amounts to $3,127,310; of this amount, $765,676 are ex- 
pended in the city of Philadelphia alone, while in the county of 
Allegheny $403,211 are thus expended. In some counties the 
amount of the tax collected for the support of the poor is trifling. 
Mifflin county collects for this purpose only $4,646, and Fulton $2,431. 

Ten million seven hundred and twenty-three thousand eight hun- 
dred and eighty-three dollars represents the total amount of money 
collected and appropriated for the construction and repairs of 
streets, roads and bridges. Of this amount $3,000,000 are appro- 
priated in the city of Philadelphia, and $701,220 in the county of 
Allegheny. Lancaster county appropriates for this purpose $331,047 
and Montgomery $442,567. 

The taxes collected throughout the State during the year covered 
by this report, for the support of the common schools, amount to 
$15,669,435. If to this be added the amount appropriated by the 
State legislature in aid of common school education, it would be 
found that the total amount provided for common school education 
would be something over $21,000,000 per annum. With this large 
expenditure of money for educational purposes it would seem that 
there ought not to be room for illiteracy in Pennsylvania. It will 
be seen that about one-third of the total amount collected and ap- 
propriated in the different counties of the State for the support 
of common schools is appropriated for that purpose in the city of 
Philadelphia, where the amount is $5,308,075. In Allegheny county 
the amount is $1,958,287. 

The amount collected for the maintenance of the county govern- 
ment and for other purposes, not including the support of the poor, 
schools, streets, roads and bridges, is $28,477,013, while the total 
amount collected for all purposes is $57,997,643. 

It is understood, of course, in considering this amount, that it 
only includes such taxes as are collected through local channels of 
collection, and does not embrace taxes collected through ithe Au- 
ditor General’s Department of corporations that are subject to the 
five mill tax upon capital stock and the four mill tax on bonds. 
Neither does it include the eight mill tax upon the gross receipts of 
steam railway corporations. Such taxes as are collected through 
the Auditor General’s Department do not appear in the reports 
of this office, but are found in the annual report of that Department. 
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Under classification of the subjects of taxation that have yielded 
the taxes above mentioned, the report discloses the fact that there 
lias been collected on personal property the sum of $3,640,237, and on 
occupations $2,976,962. 

Of the different classifications of licenses, the amount collected 
through local channels is reported as $6,766,095; this includes the 
money derived from licenses for the sale of liquor. 

The real estate of local corporations, when an essential for the 
use of such corporations in performing their functions as common 
carriers, is subject to local taxation in addition to the tax upon such 
property that is derived through its capital stock and loans. The 
returns sbow that the taxes collected upon such real estate of rail- 
Way corporations amount to $890,460; and the taxes collected on the 
real estate of other corporations than railroads, including limited 
partnerships amount to $5,776,885. 

For a detailed report of assessments and taxes according to the 
classifications arranged, attention is called to the consolidated tables 
found in Part Il of this report. The details may be found under all 
these classifications, in each assessment district of the Common- 
wealth, and the consolidated tables show the classification of each 
county by itself. 

Attention is also called to the deductions that are made from these 
tabulations, especially to the deductions made from the amount of 
taxes collected for different purposes, including those collected for 
the support of the poor, for the maintenance of streets, roads, 
bridges, etc., also those collected for the support of the schools, for 
county, and for other purposes. A table has been arranged show- 
ing the per capita of taxes collected for the support of the poor in 
each county. Jt is admitted that this tabulation does not give in- 
formation of a valuable character. For instance, the county of Cam- 
eron shows a per capita tax for the support of the poor amounting 
to $1.92, from which it would appear that the taxes in that county 
for the suppert of the poor are exceedingly heavy. When, however, 
it is considered that it is a very sparsely settled county; that it has 
comparatively few farms; few villages, and no cities, and that the 
lands within the limits of the county are generally wild lands and 
owned by parties not residents of the county, it will readily be seen 
why it is that the per capita tax is high, not only for the support of 
the poor and for schools, but for all other purposes. Similar con- 
ditions exists in other counties where the population is not large 
and where much of the territory within the counties is let by land 
Syndicates, so in some cases it must be expected to find the per 
capita high. But this does not mean that the individual residents 
of Cameron or any ether county where such conditions exist, pay 
a high per capita amount of tax; it simply shows on the paper as 
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a high per capita tax for the reason that this taxation is based upon 
the census of 1900, and while there are large bodies of land owned 
in the county, yet the people owning them are not residents of the 
county, but pay taxes for the support of the poor, schools, streets, 
roads, bridges, and for other purposes. 

Similar cbhservations may be made with reference to per capita 
taxes collected for the construction and repair of streets, roads and 
bridges, the per capita tax collected for the support of schools, and 
for other purposes, and the total per capita tax collected for all pur- 
poses. ; 

In addition to these statistics based upon a per capita basis, 
another statement will also be found as ithe second division of de- 
ductions from taxes collected, in which is shown the percentage 
of the amount of taxes collected for each purpose to the total amount 
of taxes collected. ‘A percentage system seems to be the fairest 
basis upon which to make comparisons, and in this table of percent- 
ages, there is information for all who may desire to make a study of 
the equity or lack of equity which exists in our system of public 
taxation. 

Just at this time there is much discussion about the salaries paid 
to teachers in the several counties of the Commonwealth, therefore 
the figures that indicate the percentage of taxes collected for the 
support cf schools to the total amount of taxes collected for all pur- 
poses, are an interesting study. For instance, in Adams county the 
percentage is 32; that is, of the 100 per cent. collected for all pur- 
poses, 32 per cent. is collected for the support of schools. In Alle- 
gheny county the amount is 16 per cent.; in Armstrong 29 per cent.; 
in Fulton 25 per cent.; in Juniata 20 per cent.; in Lackawanna 41 
per cent.; in Dauphin 43 per cent.; in Westmoreland 40 per cent., 
and so on ranging all the way from 16 per cent. in Allegheny to 43 
per cent. in Dauphin county. 

There should be greater uniformity in facilities for education in 
the counties of the Commonwealth. So long as the State is paying 
so much for educational purposes, it seems proper that the State 
should exercise some supervision over the expenditure of the moneys 
appropriated for school purposes, so that a child in one county or one 
township of a county should derive as much benefit from the appro- 
priation made from the State Treasury as a child in any other towa- 
ship, cr any other county of the State. = 

The State at this time seems to have a surplus of money in its 
Treasury, and many schemes have been devised by which portions 
of this money may be used te relieve local burdens of taxation, such 
as the improvement of public highways and the construction of 
bridges. These are commendable suggestions, but probably the im- 
provement of public highways by the State will be found to be some- 
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what impracticable at least. In many localities of the State, ex- 
cellent roads have been built by property owners adjacent thereto, 
and why these property owners, who in some way cr other, pay taxes 
into the State Treasury, should be directly or indirectly taxed for 
the building of roads in localities where the property owners 
have not exhibited a great interest in the improvement of public 
highways, is hard to tell. Then, it may well be urged that in the 
present state of the Commonwealth when the taxes are exceedingly 
high, and streets have been paved at the expense of property owners, 
there can scarcely be any great degree of justice in a proposition 
that would compel them to pay for the improvement of public high- 
ways in some other portion of the State. In other words, the citi- 
zens of large municipalities would get little or no benefit from the 
expenditure of moneys in this way. ‘This feature of the case is given 
more emphasis when it is known that most of the great corpora- 
tions are demiciled in the larger municipalities, and that a large 
percentage of States taxes are derived from corporations so domi- 
ciled. 

Looking at these problems that are presented for local improve- 
ments or for the relieving of local burdens of taxation, is it not bet- 
ter that the State devote whatever money it can spare from the State 
Treasury to the maintenance of State and charitable institutions, 
and let the balance go for educational purposes? The State is now 
expending five and a half millions a year for this purpose. Let this 
amount be increased so far as may be consistent with the financial 
condition of the State Treasury and then such supervision be given 
the School Department of the State and such regulations estab- 
lished, either by law or otherwise, as will insure equal facilities for 
education, at least so far_as may be possible, for every child in the 
common schools throughout the State. No better way, no more 
practicable way for the State can be devised for the expenditure of 
the surplus money in the State Treasury than for educational pur- 
poses. 

If there is a desire to relieve local burdens of taxation, or burdens 
of taxation locally, this would certainly be accomplished by in- 
creasing the amount of appropriation for the support of the com 
mon schools, and then those who are paying taxes in the rural dis- 
tricts will have more money to devote to other purposes, such as 
the construction, repairs and improvement of public highways. 

What is most to be desired, having regard to the welfare and the 
perpetuity of the State, is that every facility for education that is 
possible or practicable, shall be furnished with uniformity to all of 
the children of the State. This is the surest way of securing intelli- 
gent citizens to manage the affairs of the State in the future and 
cope with the questions that arise in a republican form of govern- 
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ment. Ji must be admitted that a republican ferm of government 
exists only through the loyalty of its citizens; that is, if its Giizens 
are not loyal in their support of the republic, it will soon crumble 
and goinio decay. Next to loyaliy in the citizen is intelligence, that 
pairiotism and loyalty may not be misdirected. If patriotism, loy- 
alty and education can be made to go hand m hand in the care, edu- 
cation and conirol of the children of the Siaie, there can be no fear 
for ihe future. 

Why look for other opporicnities for expending the surplus money 
in the State Treasury when the most meritorious object of all and 
the most beneficient purpose is im the direction of increased facilities 
for the edecation of the children of the Commonwealth, which may 
be had by increasing the appropriations to the common schools. . 
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LEHIGH COUNTY. 


Second Division. 
subjects named. 


Showing a specific return of all taxes on the 


all purposes. 


First Division. 
Showing the amount of taxes collected in the county for 
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LEHIGH COUNTY—Continued. 


Second Division. 
Showing a specific return of all taxes on the 


First Division. 
Showing the amount of taxes collected in the county for 


subjects named. 
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Washington, 
Weisenberg, 
Whitehall, 


Amount paid for support of the poor and insane, $38,381.84. 


Amount paid for county bridges, $38,121 29. 
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(1) support of the poor, (2) construction and repairs of streets, cP 
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roads and bridges, (8) support of the common schools, (4) support of township, borough, city and county governments; algo what 


percentage the amount of taxes collected for each purpose indicated bears to the total amount collected for all purposes. 


TABULAR STATEMENT showing the amount of taxes collected and appropriated per capita for all purposes in each county of the 
Commonwealth: also the per capita amount of taxes collected for 
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